
Town of Canton MA General and Zoning Bylaws

2. Site Design.

2. Site Design. a. Connections. Sidewalks shall provide direct connections among
building entrances, the public sidewalk (if applicable), bicycle storage, and parking. b.
Vehicular Access. Where feasible, curb cuts shall be minimized, and shared driveways
encouraged. c. Open Space. See section 9.10.10 Common Land Requirements d.
Screening for Parking. Surface parking adjacent to a public sidewalk shall be screened
by a landscaped buffer of sufficient width to allow the healthy establishment of trees,
shrubs, and perennials, but no less than six (6) feet. The buffer may include a fence or
wall of no more than three feet in height unless there is a significant grade change
between the parking and the sidewalk. e. Parking Materials. The parking surface may
be concrete, asphalt, decomposed granite, bricks, or pavers, including pervious
materials but not including grass or soil not contained within a paver or other
structure. f. Plantings. Plantings shall include species that are native or adapted to the
region. Plants on the Massachusetts Prohibited Plant List, as may be amended, shall be
prohibited. g. Lighting. Light levels shall meet or exceed the minimum design
guidelines defined by the Illuminating Engineering Society of North America (IESNA)
and shall provide illumination necessary for safety and convenience while preventing
glare and overspill onto adjoining properties and reducing the amount of skyglow. h.
Mechanicals. Mechanical equipment at ground level shall be screened by a combination
of fencing and plantings. Rooftop mechanical equipment shall be screened if visible
from a public right-of-way. i. Dumpsters. Dumpsters shall be screened by a combination
of fencing and plantings. Where possible, dumpsters or other trash and recycling
collection points shall be located within the building. j. Stormwater Management.
Strategies that demonstrate compliance of the construction activities and the proposed
project with the most current versions of the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection Stormwater Management Standards, the Massachusetts
Stormwater Handbook, Section 3A/MBTA Communities: Sample Zoning 25
Massachusetts Erosion Sediment and Control Guidelines, and, if applicable, additional
requirements under the Town of Canton’s MS4 Permit for projects that disturb more
than one acre and discharge to the Town’s municipal stormwater system, and an
Operations and Management Plan for both the construction activities and ongoing
post-construction maintenance and reporting requirements.
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